BUCKINGHAM PALACE

To: The Pupils in Year One
British School Xativa

The Queen wishes me to write and thank you for your letters, which
you have decorated with little drawings.

Her Majesty thought it so kind of you to write to her and, although
unable to reply to you personally, owing to the hundreds of letters she

receives every day, The Queen was interested to see your questions.

I enclose some information sheets, which I hope you will all enjoy, and
I am to thank you once again for writing as you did.
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Lady-in-Waiting
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Buckingham Palace is where The Queen
lives when she is in London. You can always
tell if Her Majesty is at home, because the
Royal Standard will fly above the building.
When The Queen is away the Unioh Flag

g flies above the Palace.

A Royal Home . From a House to a Palace
The Queen lives in an When Buckingham Palace was originally built in
apartment at Buckingham 1677, it was known as Buckingham House,

a:’: Palace, but the Palace has because it was the home of the Duke of
"

)
1 4
il over 400 rooms as well Buckingham. King George lll bought it as a

as a swimming pool and squash courts. There is . family home in 1762 for his wife, Queen
also a large garden with a tennis court and lake. . Charlotte. Over the next sixty years, the house
Around 550 staff work in the Palace and garden, to was enlarged and remodelled. King George’s
help Her Majesty in her job as Head of State son, George 1V, moved many works of art into
and to keep the Palace and works of art |  the palace and changed the interior decoration.

clean and in good condition. A Family Home

. The first monarch to live in Buckingham Palace

was Queen Victoria. She lived there with her
husband and children. Queen Victoria felt that

the building was too small for her large family
(she had eight children), so she added a whole
new front section closing the other three sides.
In 1913 the front was given a new
A stone face which explains why it is
a different colour to the other three
sides of the building. Since Queen
L " Victoria, all the Kings and Queens
gi,q have been based at the Palace.
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In this reign, three of

Her Majesty’s children,
Prince Charles, Prince
Andrew and Prince
Edward, were born at
Buckingham Palace
and Princess Anne was

born at Clarence

Visitors to the Palace

Many important visitors are invited to the Palace.
The Prime Minister comes to see The Queen
every week while Parliament is sitting, and many
ambassadors, judges and clergy also have
audiences. Award ceremonies called Investitures
are held in the Ballroom at the Palace; every year
there are at least three garden parties. During a
State Visit, foreign Heads of State often stay with
Her Majesty at Buckingham Palace.

Ballrooms and Banquets
There is always a State Banquet during a State
Visit. This is held in the Ballroom at Buckingham

Palace for around 160 guests. Because there are so
many guests, the table has to be absolutely
enormous. It is so big that it has to be polished
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by people walking on it with dusters attached
to their feet! There are many other State

Rooms in the Palace which are used for official

purposes including the Throne Room, the
Marble Hall and the State Dining Room. You

can see them in the summer when the Palace

is open to visitors. You can also visit The

Queen’s Gallery, which has art exhibitions, and

the Royai Mews, where ali the horses, carriages

and cars are kept.

The Palace
Gardens

The Buckingham

Palace gardens cover
nearly 40 acres. The
Queen has added
many flowers and trees to the garden during her
reign including 34 Indian horse chestnut trees.
Many species of birds have lived in the gardens,
among them flamingoes. Helicopters, which Her
Majesty and other members of the Royal Family
use on official occasions, can land on a special
pad in the garden.

At different times of the year, The Queen also
stays at Windsor Castle in Berkshire,

Sandringham House in Norfolk, the Palace of

Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh and Balmoral

Castle in northern Scotland.




PETS

The Queen is well known for her love of

horses and dogs. She has been riding

horses since the age of four and was given

her first corgi at the age of 18.

Corgis and
Dorgis
The Queen’s first
corgi was called
Susan. She died in
1959 and is buried
at Sandringham. All

Her Majesty’s corgis are descended from Susan.

Corgis have been a favourite dog in The Royal

Family since The Queen’s

father, King George VI, first

Yb'ought one in 19383.

In addition, Her Majesty has a

number of ‘dorgis’. These were

a result of breeding Pipkin,

a long-haired dachshund

belonging to Princess

Margaret, with a corgi. When

The Queen Mother died, Her

Majesty said that she would

take care of her corgis as

otherwise they might not have

a home. Some of the names of

The Queen’s corgis and dorgis over

the years have included: Myth, Fable, Kelpie,
Pharos, Flora, Swift, Emma, Linnet, Rush, Minnie,
Monty, Harris, Brandy, Cider, Berry, Willow and
Holly.

Walking the Dogs
The Queen looks after her
own dogs as much as
possible. They live in her
private apartments and
often wake her up in the
morning, as well as
travelling with her

~ throughout the

. United Kingdom.

. Her Majesty walks
them regularly in
the grounds of

Buckingham Palace
and the other
residences. They are
sometimes seen at
receptions at the
Palace.
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PETS

Breeding and
Training

At Sandringham in
Norfolk, there are
kennels where
Labradors and

Spaniels are bred

and trained for use on the estate for TheQueen
and other members of The Royai Family.

All The Queen’s Horses

The Queen loves horses and knows a lot about
them. She was taught to ride at the age

of four and her first pony was called Peggy.
She later had more lessons in the riding school
at Buckingham Palace with her sister, Princess
Margaret. The Princesses looked after their
ponies themselves and learned to harness and
drive them. Her Majesty continues to enjoy riding
when she is at Windsor, Sandringham or
Balmoral.

The Royal Mews
Horses that are used for ceremonial purposes
are kept at the Royal Mews at Buckingham

Palace. There are currently about 30 horses
in the Mews who draw the carriages and
coaches on State or ceremonial occasions
throughout the year. They are very well
trained and looked after and you might see
them pulling carriages on the streets
around the Palace when you are in London.

The Queen also breeds racehorses. Her Majesty’s
horses have won more than 600 races over the
years. Jockeys that ride The Queen’s horses in
races wear Her Majesty’s racing colours.

They are a purple body with gold braid, scarlet
sleeves and black velvet cap with gold fringe.

Strange Pets and Animals

The Royai' Famiiy has been given a number of
unusual animals as gifts over the years. In 1972,
The Queen was given an elephant named
Jumbo as a gift for her silver wedding
anniversary and, in 1961, The Duke of
Edinburgh was given a hippopotamus!

In 1956, Princess Anne was given a bear called
Nikki when she was only 6 years old, while a
village in The Gambia gave Prince Edward a
crocodile when he was only one year old.
These animals were kept in the zoo as there
was not room at Buckingham

Palace for elephants,
crocodiles and bears
as well as
dogs,
horses and




The Queen’s Family

Elizabeth II = Philip Mountbatten
b.1926 Duke of Edinburgh
b.1921
m.1947
.
Charles = ml Lady Diana Spencer Andrew = Sarah Ferguson
Prince of Wales b.1961 Duke of York b.1959
b.1948 m.1981(div. 1996) b.1960 m.1986 (div.1996)
d.1997
m2. Camilla Parker-Bowles
Duchess of Cornwall
b. 1947
m.2005
Anne = ml. Captain Mark Phillips Edward = Sophie Rhys Jones
The Princess Royal b. 1948 Earl of Wessex b.1965
b.1950 m.1973 (div.1992) b.1964 m.1999
m2. Vice Admiral
Sir Timothy Laurence
b.1955
m.1992
Peter Phillips = Autumn Kelly Zara Phillips = Michael Tindall Lady Louise Windsor James
b.1977 b.1978 b.1981 b.1978 b.2003 Viscount Severn
m.2008 m.2011 b.2007 |
William = Catherine Middleton ‘ ; i i
= k
Duke of Cambridge Duchess of Cambridge Prmcgss Jack Brooksban Princess Eugenie
11982 Beatrice b.1990 b.1990
: b.1982 b.1988 m.2018
m.2011
Henry = Meghan Markle
Duke of Sussex Duchess of Sussex
b.1984 b.1981
m.2018
Archie Mountbatten-Windsor
b.2019
A I |
Prince George Princess  Prince Louis  Savannah Phillips Isla Phillips ~ Mia Tindall Lena Tindall
b.2013 Charlotte  b.2018 b.2010 b.2012 b.2014 b.2018

b.2015

I




‘WILLIAM I *The Conqueror’
1066 -1087

NORMAN

Duke of Normandy
A
WILLIAM H ‘Rufus HENRYT = Eadgyth Addla
1087 ~ k.11 1100-1135 | d.1118 d.1137
I
= Matilda (Maud) STEPHEN
1135-1154

Count of Anjou and Maine
d.1151
Eleanor of Aquitaine = HENRY IT
d.1204 _ 1154 -1189

RICHARD I JOHN ‘Lackland’ 1199-1216
*Coeur de Lion® |
1189-1199 HENRY III 1216-1272
1
EDWARD I 1272-1307
I
EDWARD II 1307- mur.1327
|
EDWARD III 1327 1377
1

PLANTAGENET

KINGS AND

Blanche of Lancaster = (1) John int (3) = Katherine Swynford

Edward, “The

;
Edmund of Lang

Prince of Wa i d.1369 Duke of Lancaster d.1403
| I d. 1399
LANCASTER RICHARD I HENRY IV 13991413 YORK
1377~ dep.1399 |
mur. 14( 3
HENRYV 1413-1422
_ Duke of Somerset d.1444
| r J
HENRY VI 1422 - dep. 1461 Margaret Beaufort = Edmund Tudor EDWARD IV RICHARD III
1470 —k.1471 d.1509 Earl of Richmond d.1456 1461-1470 1483 - k.1485
1471-1483
.
HENRY VII = Elizabeth of York EDWARD V/

TUDOR

1485-1509 _a; 3

1483 (diswopeared)

c of Suffolk

ym (3) = Jane Seymour Mary Tudor = Charles, Du

Catherine of Aragon = (1) HENRY VIII (2) = Anne B:

King of Scots

Margaret Tudor = James [V,
d.1541 _ k1513

ng of Scots d.1542

STUART

1603-1625

d4.1536 1509-1547 x.1536 _ d4.1537 41533 _ d.1545
PHILIP = MARYI ELIZABETHI EDWARD VI Frances Brandon = Henry Gre James V,
King of Spain and England  1553-1558 1558-1603 15471553 41559 | Dukeof Suffolk ex.1554
15541558
d.1598 Jan
“Lady Jane Grey'
ex.1554
James 1 of Eng
r
CHARLES I 1625-¢x.1649
1
Interregnum 1649-1660
1
CHARLES II William 11 = Mary Anne Hyde = (1) JAMES I (2) = Mary of Modena abeth Stuare = Frederick V,
1660 -1685 Prince of Orange d.1650 | d.1660 d.1671 1685—dep. 1688 d.1718
d.1701 _
WILLIAM I = MARY II ANNE James Stuare
1689-1702 1689-1694 1702-1714 *The Old Pretender’

Queen of Great Britain 4.1766
and lreland |
Charles Edward Stuart

d.1662 _ Elector Palatine, Duke of Bavaria d.1632

Sophia = Ernest Augustus, Elector of Hanover
d.1714 _ Duke of Brunswick-Liincberg d.1698
GEORGEI 1714-1727 g <m
_ OVER
GEORGE II 17271760

ce of Wales d.1751

e Prince Chay
“The Young Pretender
d.1788 GEORGE III 1760-1820
L

r T 1
GEORGE IV WILLIAM IV Edward, Duke of Kent
18201830 18301837 d.1820 i

¢ Regent also King of Hanover 1

also King of Hanover

VICTORIA = Alber, The Prince Consort,
Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha
d.1861

SAXE-COBURG

1837-19
Empress of India

<<_”ZUMO~W EDWARD VII 1901-1910
|
GEORGEV 1910-1936

Alice Maud Mary = Louis [V
Grand Duke of Hesse d.1892

d.1878

d.1950

EDWARD VIII
Jan 1936 —abd. Dec1936
Duke of Windsor d.1972

GEORGEVI = Elizabeth dau. Claude
1936-1952 f

Alice
d.1969

Andrew
Prince of Greece and Denmark
41944

untbatten of Burma
mur.1979

l4th E. Strathmore
and Kinghorne d.2002

[
ELIZABETHII = thatten
1952~ | Duke of Edinburgh b.1921 v 1978
Lady Diana Spenc s = Anne = Vice-Admir: Andrew = Sarah, dau. Edward = Sophie, dau. of Lady Sarah = Daniel Chatto
dau. of Edward 8th Earl Spencer b.1948 m.1973 | The Princess Ro Duke of York on  Earl of Wessex opher B nes Armstrong-Jones | b.1957
b.1961 m.1981 (div.1996) d.31Aug 1997 (div.1992) b.1950 b.1955 m.1992 b.1960. 996 b.1964 1965 m.1999 b.1964 | m.1994
William = Catherine M Henry Beatrice : “harles Armstrong-Jones Margarita Armstrong-Jones Samuel Chatto  Arthur Chatto
b1982 b, b.1984 b.1988 b.1990 b.1999 b.1996 b.1999

Duke of Cambridge  Duchess of Cambridge




